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Pikeminnow Suppression 
Requirements  

 Per RPA, RPMs, & FERC license 
amendment, prepare:  
 adaptive management plan for pikeminnow 

suppression in Project vicinity 
 annual suppression operations plans 

 Pikeminnow Adaptive Management and 
Suppression Operation Plans approved by 
FERC November 2005 
 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://greenenergyreporter.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/pge2.gif&imgrefurl=http://greenenergyreporter.com/tag/pge/&usg=__rQsS3Q1-3i98e_uFu_fZ-tsmGn4=&h=219&w=192&sz=6&hl=en&start=1&sig2=2n5vZpuj89Fik6rYMiZMqQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=oacdZ4o2JOwTGM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=94&prev=/images%3Fq%3DpG%2526E%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=Fd-PS7W8KNDM-QaT1_DYCQ�


Components of Approved Plan  

 Evaluation of various techniques for 
pikeminnow suppression 

Monitoring to determine pikeminnow 
population levels & effects of suppression 
activities  
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Fulfillment of Approved Plan 

 Feasibility trials for pikeminnow 
suppression using gill nets above & below 
Cape Horn Dam, July/August 2006 
 Catch:  61 pikeminnow, 46 sucker, 13 

steelhead 
 Suppression activities suspended due to take 

of steelhead 
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Fulfillment of Approved Plan (cont.) 

 Annual raft electrofishing at 3 sites in Eel 
River between Scott & Cape Horn dams, 
2005-2012 (with exception of 2011) 
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Pikeminnow Population Trends 

 Pikeminnow introduced to Eel River 
system late 1970s 
 First catch at PVP during 1980 monitoring 

 Population explosion during 1980s 
 Population has likely decreased since 

initial explosion 
Current population relatively stable; 

equilibrium established 
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Potential Pikeminnow Suppression 
Methods 

Gill nets 
 Seines 
 Fish traps 
 Electrofishing 
 Poisons 
 Explosives 
 Spears 
 Angling 
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Potential Issues with Pikeminnow 
Suppression Methods 

 Take of juvenile steelhead 
 Sampling effectiveness 
Overall effectiveness in reducing 

pikeminnow population 
 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://greenenergyreporter.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/pge2.gif&imgrefurl=http://greenenergyreporter.com/tag/pge/&usg=__rQsS3Q1-3i98e_uFu_fZ-tsmGn4=&h=219&w=192&sz=6&hl=en&start=1&sig2=2n5vZpuj89Fik6rYMiZMqQ&um=1&itbs=1&tbnid=oacdZ4o2JOwTGM:&tbnh=107&tbnw=94&prev=/images%3Fq%3DpG%2526E%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:*%26tbs%3Disch:1&ei=Fd-PS7W8KNDM-QaT1_DYCQ�


Suppression Examples 
Columbia River – Pikeminnow 

 Reward angling program 
 Lake Davis – Northern Pike 

 Eradication by multiple methods 
 Sacramento-SJ Delta – Striped Bass 

 Control program being considered 
 Eel River – Pikeminnow 

 Fishing derbies 
 Detonation cord & netting trials 
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Current Status of Pikeminnow 
Suppression Issue 

 PG&E, NMFS, & CDFW continue to 
consider suppression methods, & discuss 
fulfillment of RPA & RPMs (as recently as 
last week) 

No method identified yet that avoids 
steelhead take & has high likelihood of 
effectively suppressing pikeminnow 
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Potter Valley Project 
Pikeminnow Suppression 

 
 

Questions?  
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